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Real Costs to the Local Homeowner:
Aging Stock Renovations

                                                
The Southern Tier has a far higher
share of pre-1940 homes than the
national average, in line with New
York State trends. Since 2000, only
10.7% of homes in the Southern Tier
are newly built, compared to 23.7%
nationally.

AGING HOUSING STOCK

Nearly 1 in 3 homes in the Southern
Tier Region are older than 1940 (US
Census Bureau, 2023). The low
inventory of newer units combined
with the changing demands of
current and potential residents
tends to drive up competition for the
few units that meet those needs.
This especially has an effect on first-
time buyers and middle-income
households that are less competitive
in the market than high income
earners, but not distressed enough
to receive subsidy for their housing
needs.
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Addressing the Southern Tier’s Workforce Challenge: Housing



Regional Housing Opportunities:
Creating Opportunities for Collaboartion & Shared Services

In 2024, Southern Tier 8 Regional Board secured funding from the
Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) for County Planning
Departments to draft individual county-level strategic and/or housing
plans. In working together, the Planners identified shared needs and
opportunities for regional collaboration, and identify opportunities for
scaled local solutions throughout the Southern Tier.

These priorities reflect a deeper understanding of housing both as a social
need and as economic infrastructure. When housing falls short, it
constrains workforce participation, depresses property values, and weakens
the ability of communities to retain and attract investment. When it
functions well, it supports families, enables business growth, and reinforces
regional competitiveness.
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Improve Existing Housing Stock
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Enhance Capacity to Implement Housing Solutions

Provide Options to Serve Localized Needs

Increase availability and variety of housing options.

Support New Housing Development
Encourage the construction of new
housing units through incentives,
streamlined regulations, and
partnerships to meet demand and
reduce housing shortages.

Focus on expanding types and quantities of
housing available to meet diverse needs,
ensuring options for different income
levels and lifestyle preferences

05
Revitalize Existing Neighborhoods

Bolster resources and capabilities of
organizations involved in housing

development and management, ensuring
they can effectively address needs.

Tailored solutions and supportive services for
specific needs of local populations, such as older

adults, people with disabilities, or low-income
families to ensure access to suitable living

arrangements.

Improve the overall health of
communities by enhancing

infrastructure, amenities, and safety,
thereby increasing the attractiveness

and functionality of neighborhoods.

Maintain and upgrade current housing,
ensuring homes are safe, energy-efficient,
and livable, thus extending their lifespan and
improving quality of life for residents.

Regional Housing Priorities
Analysis of County Planning Documents

Broome, Chenango, Cortland, Delaware, Otsego, Schoharie, Tioga, Tompkins

Serving Broome, Chenango, Cortland, Delaware,
Otsego, Schoharie, Tioga and Tompkins counties. 
Learn more at: southerntier8.org.


